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  Welcome from the President 
 

 

   

 2010-2011 Austin Flute Club Officers  
   

  

Hello Austin Flute 
Community, 
 
AFC is winding down the 
season with a couple of 
great events.  David 
Wechsler, a New York 
based flutist and founder 
of the OMNI Ensemble, 
will give a recital on 
April 24th along with 
pianist Ezra Bartz, Texas 
State- San Marcos faculty 
member.  John Thorne, 
the associate principal 
flutist of the Houston 
Symphony, will give a 
recital and master class 
on May 8th along with 

pianist Colette Valentine, 
UT Collaborative Piano 
Lecturer.  Special thanks 
to the Brannen Brothers 
Flutemakers for 
sponsoring this event.  
These are both looking 
to be wonderful 
programs!  I hope to see 
you there. 
  
I would like to thank 
everyone for entrusting 
me with the club for the 
past couple of years.  It 
has been an incredible 
learning experience for 
me, and I am thrilled 
about the officers that 

have been voted in for 
next season.  This group 
of ladies has the 
enthusiasm, creativity, 
organization and talent 
to further existing 
programs and to create 
exciting opportunities 
that will enrich the 
whole community.  
  
I wish everyone a 
wonderful spring!      
 
 
Ann Kjerulf Knien 
Austin Flute Club 
President 
 

Congratulations to the newly 
elected officers for the 2010-
2011 AFC Season! These officers 
will shadow the current ones 
through May and then take over 
in June. AFC is excited and 
grateful to have the benefit of 
their expertise and talent. 

2010-2011 AFC Officers 
 
President- Ellen C. Johnson 
Vice President- Kristin Delia Hayes 
Recording Secretary- Kristine Reaume 
Corresponding Secretary- Nadine Luke 
Treasurer- Danelle Sasser  
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Young Artist Competition Results 
The 2010 AFC Young Artist 
Competition Winner’s Recital was held 
on Sunday, March 28th in the UT Butler 
School of Music Recital Studio. 
Everyone in the recital played 
beautifully. Congratulations to the 
winners! 
 
Junior Flute Division: 
1st prize-Anisa Wakil 
2nd prise- Shubhankar Chandrasekaran 
3rd prize- Gracie Nie 
 

Senior Flute Division 
1st prize- Elsie Kim 
2nd prize- Hannah Grounds 
3rd prize- Rebecca Teng 
Honorable Mention- Caitlin Spofford 
 
Piccolo Division 
1st prize- Caitlin Hall 
 
Thank you again to the judges, the 
volunteers, and Professor Marianne 
Gedigian and the UT Butler School of 
Music. 
 

http://austinfluteclub.blogspot.com/2010/02/2010-2011-austin-flute-club-officers.html
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Highly Recommended Event: David Wechsler in Recital 
   

2010 Summer Flute Ensemble Initiative 
   

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
The Summer Flute Ensemble 
Initiative, directed by Dr. Ellen C. 
Johnson – flute faculty at Concordia 
University in Austin, TX, is a two-
week summer celebration of flute 
ensemble repertoire for flute duo, 
trio, and quartet.   
 
Inspired by playing flute duets with 
her sister each summer, Dr. Johnson 
is bringing the opportunity to learn 
new flute repertoire to middle and 
high school flutists in Austin, TX this 
June.   
 
Come learn repertoire on the U.I.L. 
list and explore new works by living 
composers.  Students will learn in a 
non-competitive environment, 
coached by flute professionals.  They 
will also receive a weekly master 
class with Dr. Johnson, the 
opportunity to perform in a recital at 
Concordia University, and free 
admission to a flute recital featuring 
Dr. Ellen C. Johnson and area flute 
professionals. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Please contact Dr. Johnson for more 
information: 

 
Ph 512.922.1966 

11215 Research Blvd Apt 2165 
Austin, TX 78759 

ellen@ellencjohnson.net 
WWW.ELLENCJOHNSON.NET 

 
 
 

 

 
 

Ensembles & 

Performances for 

Middle and High 

School Flutists in 

the Greater 

Austin, TX Area 

 

The Summer Flute Ensemble Initiative is generously supported 

by the College -ÕÓÉÃ 3ÏÃÉÅÔÙȭÓ #ÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ 3ÅÅÄ Grant 

 

 

 

 

David Wechsler, a New York based flutist and 
founder of the OMNI Ensemble, will perform a 
recital along with the talents of Ezra Bartz on 
piano, Texas State- San Marcos faculty. The 
recital will be held at St. John's UMC of Austin 
with a reception following the performance. 
The program will include: 
 
Fantasie - Georges Hüe 
Serenade - Philip Glass 
Image - Eugène Bozza 
Fantaisie Pastorale Hongroise - Franz Doppler 
Eight Moods - David Wechsler 
 
 
 

Saturday, April 24th at 7:00pm 
St. John’s UMC of Austin 
2140 Allandale Road 
 
Admission $10 
 
Free for Austin Flute Club Members 
 
Flat end of season membership-$15* 
 
 
*(The AFC membership will also get 
you in to the John Thorne event on 
May 8th.) 
 

http://www.ellencjohnson.net/
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  Austin Flute Choir News 
            by Penny Griffy, Flute Choir Coordinator 
 
  

 

 

 

  

 
  

It just keeps getting better and better!   
 
Recently, on April 10 of 2010, The Austin Flute Choir hosted 
their annual Spring Recital which included nine, yes, nine 
harps on stage with the already fourteen flutes seated up 
there.  The harps are members of the Young Texas Harp 
Ensemble, directed by Jacque Ridder.  The two groups each 
played individual pieces, and then, as a grand finale, 
performed two pieces with all the instruments playing 
together.  It was a spectacular sight and sound.  The Flute 
Choir director, Lisa Duke, a flutist and harpist herself, 
participated in several of the harp pieces.  She has brought 
the flute choir to a high point of performance this year as 
we selected extra difficult works such as "The Sorcerer's 
Apprentice" and "Spanish Dance" by Manuel de Falla.  
  
On the same program, we featured UT doctoral candidate, 
Francois Minaux, performing "Meditation" by Stella Sung, 
accompanied by the flute choir.  He loved this piece so 
much that he has chosen to include it on his chamber recital 
at UT on April 27 with the Austin Flute Choir.   
  
Earlier in the year, the Flute Choir played at the St. 
Edward's Chamber Music Festival and at the weekly 
noontime concerts at the downtown church, Central 
Presbyterian (an annual event for us).  
  
Looking forward to the fall, we will play Griffes "Poem" 
arranged for flute choir on an all-Griffes concert given by 
Lynda Oswalt.  Lynda will perform all of the Griffes piano 

works and some of his vocal works in October.  
  
 

 

 
 

 

 
  

 

The Austin Flute Choir 
 

 
The Young Texas Harp Ensemble 

 
 

 

Masterclass and Recital Featuring John Thorne - Free for AFC Members! 
 

John Thorne, associate principal flutist of the Houston Symphony, will conduct a master class followed by a recital along 
with the talents of Colette Valentine, UT Butler School of Music Lecturer of Collaborative Piano.  
This event is generously supported by the Brannen-Cooper Fund. 
 
Saturday, May 8th, 2010 
12:30pm Recital & 1:00-3:00pm Master Class - Reception to Follow 
Central Christian Church  
1110 Guadalupe St. - Free Parking 
Free for AFC members 
End of season membership rate- $15 for adults, teachers and students. 
 
 

http://www.brannenflutes.com/fund.html
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3 Steps to A Fuller Tone 
 
 

   

 
   

    

 

  Breathing Practice is Important Too! 
   

  

  By Kristine Reaume 
 

Sound is one of the most important qualities of a 
good flute player. No matter how musical or 
technically awesome we may feel, a good tone must 
be our foundation. Air is the foundation of our sound, 
so the more we use and the better we use it, the 
fuller tone we will develop. Here I have included 3 
steps to achieving a full, beautiful tone. 
 
#1. Lip Plate Placement 
Be sure that your lip plate is hooked under and not 
on the lower lip. When the lip plate is too high on the 
lip it’s impossible to direct the air down into the flute 
far enough. It also gives us an airy tone and poor 
intonation. Also check that the headjoint is in line (or 
slightly rolled out). If the flute is rolled in too far the 
tone will be covered and flat. 
 
#2. Line Up Your Aperture 
We need our aperture to be right in line with the 
embouchure hole on our headjoint. If your natural 

opening is to one side or the other, move the flute 
to line up the aperture with the embouchure hole. 
Keep in mind the smaller our aperture, the less air 
escapes and the cleaner and more pure our tone. 
Think about bringing the corners of the mouth in 
like a pucker or pushing the lower lip out and up. 
 
#3. The Importance of Air 
In order to play with a huge tone we must blow a 
lot of air! Fully utilizing our inhalation allows us to 
play with a full clean tone and go further with our 
breath. In order to achieve a full quick breath, I 
practice the breathing exercise listed at the bottom 
of the page. 
 
Playing with a full tone in all registers is dependent 
upon the direction of air so we must train our lips 
to blow at many different angles. Practice this by 
holding your hand in front of your face and 
blowing from the top of the middle finger to the 
bottom of the palm. The more flexible our lips, the 
more flexible our playing! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Ja;sldkfjj 

Practicing breathing is something 
we often forget about in our daily 
practice routine, but is essential in 
learning how to use our air.   
 
My favorite way to practice 
breathing is with hand or finger 
breaths. Place your hand or finger 
vertically in front of your face with 

the fingers toward the ceiling, like 
you are praying with one hand. 
Open your mouth in a wide ‘OH’ 
shape and place your first finger in 
the middle of your lips, with the 
knuckle in the middle of your open 
mouth. Now inhale very fast and 
you should hear a low suction 
noise. Practice taking hand or 

finger breaths every time you 
need to breathe in your practice 
and you will notice an 
improvement almost immediately. 
 
By practicing breathing we are 
teaching ourselves to get the air 
we need to play with a full 
resonant tone.  
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 Upcoming Flute Events 
   

     

 

    
 

    

    About Us 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  
 

 

 

The purpose of the Austin Flute Club is to promote the 
performance, study, and enjoyment of flute music among all 
interested persons, players and non-players alike. 

This non-profit organization was formed in 1987 to organize 
educational opportunities, member recitals, and guest flutist 
events in the Austin area. 

We are proud to continue this tradition today and also offer 
an annual Young Artist Competition and thriving Flute Choir. 

Our Mission 

To promote the performance, study, and enjoyment of flute 
music by providing educational opportunities, presenting 
guest artists, and offering member performances 

 

Joanna Martin- DMA 
Chamber Recital 
Thursday, April 22nd 
7:30pm 
UT Butler School of Music 
Bates Recital Hall 
 
Chamber Soloists of 
Austin 
Music from Four Centuries 
David Wechsler and Karl 
Kraber, flutes 
Friday, April 23rd at 8pm 
First Presbyterian Church 
of Austin 
8001 Mesa Drive 
$20 Admission 
Half-price student tickets 
at the door 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
David Wechsler Recital 
with Ezra Bartz, piano 
Saturday, April 24th at 7pm 
New York based flutist 
$10 Admission 
Free with AFC 
Membership 
St. John’s UMC 
2140 Allandale Rd. 
 
Cedar Park Winds 
Kristine Reaume and Ann 
Kjerulf Knien, flutes 
Doppler Andante et Rondo 
Sunday, April 25th at 2pm 
Austin Christian 
Fellowship 
6401 River Place Blvd, 
Austin, TX 78730 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Francois Minaux ɀDMA 
Chamber Recital  
Featuring the talents of the 
Austin Flute Choir 
Tuesday, April 27th 7:30pm 
UT Butler School of Music 
Recital Studio, MRH 2.608 
 
John Thorne 
Associate Principal Flutist 
of the Houston Symphony 
with Colette Valentine,  
UT Lecturer of 
Collaborative Piano 
Saturday, May 8th  
12:30-3:00pm  
Recital & Master Class 
Free with AFC Membership 
Flat Membership Rate- $15 
Central Christian Church 
1110 Guadalupe St. 
 

For more information and a 

complete listing of all events, 

check out our blog: 

austinfluteclub.blogspot.com 

 
 

Contact Us: 
 
 

Website: 
www.austinfluteclub.com 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

E-mail 
Austinfluteclub@gmail.com. 

 
 
 
 

Newsletter Editor: 
Kristine Reaume 

 
 

 

http://www.austinfluteclub.com/
mailto:Austinfluteclub@gmail.com

